MURDER UNDER THE MICROSCOPE

As a part of our Murder under the Microscope investigation, we need to gather information to help solve the environmental crime.

You need to use the Internet, books, your own knowledge or speak to an adult to find answers to the following questions. 

You can write your answers in your homework book, or on a separate piece of paper. 

This is an important homework task, as ALL information collected in the class will be important.
Your topic this week is: SALINITY
SECTION 1- What is salinity?
 Question 1- What is salinity? Write your own definition using the internet or dictionary. Make sure you understand the definition! 
Question 2- What is dryland salinity? Write a definition that you understand. 

Question 3- What is irrigation salinity? Write a definition that you understand. 

Question 4- What is the water table? Write a definition that you understand. 

SECTION 2- Identifying salinity
Look at the two pictures below (Areas with types of salinity).  
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Question 1- What types of salinity are in each of the photos above?
Question 2- How will salinity affect both of these areas (either now or in the future)? 

Question 3- How could planting more trees help stop salinity in the second picture?
SECTION 3- Research
Question 1- How is water under the ground affected by rainfall and irrigation?
Question 2- What else might affect the amount of water in the ground?

Question 3- How does salinity affect the environment?

Question 4- How do trees prevent salinity from developing?

Question 5- What effect does irrigation have on soil, groundwater and rivers?

Question 6- Why might high salt levels in rivers be a problem?

SECTION 4- OPTIONAL EXPERIMENT
Experiment 1

Put a tablespoon of water and a teaspoon of salt in a container and mix. What happens?

Put the container in a sunny spot and leave it for a few days. What happens?

Experiment 2

Mix a tablespoon of clean sand with a tablespoon of salt and half a cup of water. 

Pour the solution on a plant (preferably a weed!). 

After a day or two find out what happens to the plant and record the results.  
